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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: August 2, 2024  

 
In the Matter of the Interconnection Ombudsperson Surcharge 
 
PUC Docket Number(s):  E002,E015,E017/CI-24-248 

 
Comment Period:   Utility comment period closes August 12, 2024 at 4:30pm 

Initial comment period closes September 12, 2024 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes October 3, 2024 at 4:30pm 
 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 
Issue: What actions should the Commission take to establish procedures on funding provisions 

for the interconnection ombudsperson position? 
 

 
Topic(s) Open for Comment:   

• Utility comment should include tariff language on the ombudsperson fee and a narrative 
explanation of how the utility is collecting, tracking, and remitting fees to the Commission 
consistent with the legislation. 

• What process should the Commission establish to report and track surcharges collected by 
public utilities and remitted to the Commission, and adjust the surcharge as needed? 

• Should the Commission establish an annual cadence to review the ombudsperson 
surcharge and adjust the surcharge as needed? 

• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
Background 
 
Minnesota Law 2024, Ch. 127, Art. 42, Sec. 54 (2024 Legislation) included a provision requiring the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) Consumer Affairs Office to establish an 
interconnection ombudsperson position tasked with assisting applicants seeking to interconnect 
distributed generation projects to public utility distribution systems under the statewide 
interconnection standards.1 
 

 
1 HF 5247 Conference Committee Report - 93rd Legislature (2023 - 2024) (mn.gov). Starting at Line 715.23. 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 
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The 2024 Legislation also included funding provisions for the position by requiring public utilities 
(Xcel Energy, Minnesota Power, and Otter Tail Power) to assess and collect a $50 surcharge on 
interconnection applications filed by an owner of a distributed generation facility located in 
Minnesota. The public utilities must then remit all surcharges collected on a monthly basis to the 
Commission, in a manner determined by the Commission, to fund the interconnection 
ombudsperson position. 
 
Lastly, the 2024 Legislation required the Commission to review the amount of revenues collected 
from the surcharge on an annual basis and stated the Commission may adjust the level of the 
surcharge as necessary to ensure 1) sufficient money is available to support the position, and 2) 
the reserve in the account does not reach more than 10 percent of the amount necessary to fully 
fund the position.  
 
Notably, the provisions described above were effective upon enactment of the legislation, which 
was signed by Governor Walz on May 24, 2024. This notice is meant to address future reporting 
and surcharge adjustment procedures but should in no way delay implementation of the 
interconnection ombudsperson position by the Commission, or the corresponding surcharge 
collected by Xcel Energy, Minnesota Power, and Otter Tail Power as required in the legislation.  
 
Accordingly, the Commission sent letters to Xcel Energy, Minnesota Power, and Otter Tail Power 
dated July 1, 2024 requesting that each utility remit to total of monthly payments from the 
surcharges by the 15th of each month. The letters are attached to this notice.  
 
Staff notes that the State’s Telephone Assistance Plan (TAP) is funded in a similar manner to how 
the 2024 Legislation has established funding for the ombudsperson position.2 Under Minnesota 
Statute, the Commission is the coordinator of the program that provides monthly bill credits to 
low-income telephone subscribers. The bill credits are funded through a monthly surcharge on 
every wireline access line in the state. Each year the Commission initiates a proceeding to track 
revenues collected, credits issued, and fund balances for each provider in the state, adjust the 
surcharge as needed, take comment on proposed changes, and issue an Order. Providers then 
update their tariffs to reflect the current surcharge. 
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to efile documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
 
Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/, and follow the instructions. 

Email:              consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
 

2 See Notice of Comment Period issued September 21, 2023 in Docket No. P999/CI-23-49 for more information. 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b502EB88A-0000-C21C-9DD1-30B24326CCF3%7d&documentTitle=20239-199064-01
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                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101  
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets Project Database, enter the year (24) and the docket 
number (248), and select Search. 

Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Will Nissen, at 651-201-2247 or will.nissen@state.mn.us.  
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications 
Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  

https://mn.gov/puc/edockets/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:will.nissen@state.mn.us
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is an equal opportunity employer 

 
 
 
July 1, 2024 
 
 
Lynnette Sweet, Billing 
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 401 7th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
Lynnette.M.Sweet@xcelenergy.com 
 
Dear Ms. Sweet, 
 
Per 2024 Minnesota session law (copy attached), investor-owned electric utilities are required 
to “assess and collect a surcharge of $50 on each application interconnection filed by an owner 
of a distributed generation facility located in Minnesota.” The utility must remit the 
interconnection surcharges to the Public Utilities Commission monthly for each interconnection 
application filed with the utility during the previous month. Please submit the total of monthly 
collected surcharges, paper checks accepted only, by the 15th of each following month, to: 
 
Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
ATTN: Accounts Receivable 
 
Please note “Interconnection Fees” either in the memo portion of the check, or via separate 
cover so that the accounting office knows what the payment is for. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kay Urquhart 
Administrative Management Director 
 
attachment 
 
cc: PUC Accounts Receivable 
 Bria Shea (bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com) 
 
 

http://mn.gov/puc
mailto:Lynnette.M.Sweet@xcelenergy.com
mailto:Bria%20Shea%20(bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com)
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The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is an equal opportunity employer 

 
 
 
July 1, 2024 
 
 
Matthew Olsen, Billing 
Otter Tail Power Company 
PO Box 496 
215 S. Cascade Street 
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0497 
molsen@otpco.com  
 
Dear Mr. Olsen, 
 
Per 2024 Minnesota session law (copy attached), investor-owned electric utilities are required 
to “assess and collect a surcharge of $50 on each application interconnection filed by an owner 
of a distributed generation facility located in Minnesota.” The utility must remit the 
interconnection surcharges to the Public Utilities Commission monthly for each interconnection 
application filed with the utility during the previous month. Please submit the total of monthly 
collected surcharges, paper checks accepted only, by the 15th of each following month, to: 
 
Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
ATTN: Accounts Receivable 
 
Please note “Interconnection Fees” either in the memo portion of the check, or via separate 
cover so that the accounting office knows what the payment is for. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kay Urquhart 
Administrative Management Director 
 
attachment 
 
cc: PUC Accounts Receivable 
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The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is an equal opportunity employer 

 
 
 
July 1, 2024 
 
 
Benjamin Hanson, Accounting Analyst 
Minnesota Power 
30 W. Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
brhanson@allete.com  
 
Dear Mr. Hanson, 
 
Per 2024 Minnesota session law (copy attached), investor-owned electric utilities are required 
to “assess and collect a surcharge of $50 on each application interconnection filed by an owner 
of a distributed generation facility located in Minnesota.” The utility must remit the 
interconnection surcharges to the Public Utilities Commission monthly for each interconnection 
application filed with the utility during the previous month. Please submit the total of monthly 
collected surcharges, paper checks accepted only, by the 15th of each following month, to: 
 
Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
ATTN: Accounts Receivable 
 
Please note “Interconnection Fees” either in the memo portion of the check, or via separate 
cover so that the accounting office knows what the payment is for. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kay Urquhart 
Administrative Management Director 
 
attachment 
 
cc: PUC Accounts Receivable 
 Jennifer Cady (jjcady@mnpower.com) 
  
 
 

http://mn.gov/puc
mailto:brhanson@allete.com
mailto:Jennifer%20Cady%20(jjcady@mnpower.com)


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Leesa Norton, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Docket Number   E002,E015,E017/CI-24-248  
 
Dated this 2nd day of August, 2024 
 
 
 
/s/ Leesa Norton 
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